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Ahhhh,
The Hague’s beautiful Royal Theatre is simply sighing in anticipation of late May 2007
°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°
But for now it is mid-December, the sun is shining and the sky is blue. In the distance I can
see the Pyrenees and I have roses and daisies flowering in the garden! It is hard to believe
that Christmas is really just around the corner. Then 2007 will be upon us and, before we
know it, we shall be meeting again in The Hague, where, Dympna tells me, things are
happening:
“Evidence of climate change:

Unsubstantiated
Evidence of political effects:

the dark and gloomy winter days of Northern Europe
are being illuminated by the cheerily smiling faces
of the FEATS 2007 Organizing Committee.
“rumours” that the city council is considering
holding meetings about holding meetings to consider
considering renaming the city to The Happy Hague.

Reason?
7 (Yep, that’s seven) European countries will be represented at FEATS 2007 in the Royal
Theatre, The Hague. The participant list includes some of the continent’s oldest, and many of
its best (of course), theatre groups.
Here they are:
ACTS, Stuttgart
American Theatre Company, Brussels
BATS, Antwerp
The Bonn Players
CATS Rheindalen
ECC, Brussels
Homeros, The Hague
NWTC, Luxembourg
Stockholm Players
Tagora, Strasbourg
Village Players, Lausanne
Irish Theatre Group, Brussels

Germany
Belgium
Belgium
Germany
Germany
Belgium
Netherlands
Luxembourg
Sweden
France
Switzerland
Belgium

What?

Well, maybe it was an earthquake, but of course it could be because of FEATS 2007, A
Festival complete with Fringe and Frolics.”
vvvvvvvvvvvvvv
Yet another complaint! One of the hardest tasks in writing the newsletter is actually getting any
information from you. (One of the reasons for the sparseness of information in this newsletter…)
The organizers of the FEATS weekend also have the same problem in regards to receiving
information from those groups who will be performing. PLEASE NOTE: the organizing
committee does not need the information for its own benefit, but for the benefit of the performing
groups themselves, and even partial feedback is better than none at all. It is preferable to
receive an incomplete questionnaire, which can be updated and completed later, than to have no
information until the last possible minute
(((((((( ))))))))
And now: FEATS

2007 has a Problem:

For 2007, we have the 7, how are we going to make the 2000?
lighting cues? panic attacks? glasses of wine? (easy), theatre-goers? Can you help?
No help required with panic attacks, thank you.

When?

----------------------------------

Whit Weekend, 25-28 May 2007
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
At the Forum in Luxembourg several people mentioned that they would like to know exactly
how points are attributed by the adjudicator.
The standard NDFA marking system is as follows:
Acting

40 points

Production

35 points

Stage Presentation

15 points

Originality, Endeavour and Achievement

10 points
Total: 100 points

To these, FEATS has decided to add
Innovation

10 points

Why?

World’s best theatre festival, in The Hague, that weekend

<<<<<< >>>>>>
FEATS 2007
Did you know that the good people of The Hague take FEATS 2007 very seriously? For
FEATS 2001 they refurbished the theatre. For FEATS 2007 they are refurbishing the entire
city just so that YOU can have high-speed transport links and a new hotel. Meanwhile the
FEATS 2007 organizing committee is busy negotiating deals.
Full information in next newsletter.
………………………….

Test your arithmetic

What is 144? A gross or a score?
NO, it is the number of days to go from Christmas to FEATS 2007.
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
A further problem with which the organizing committee is often confronted, is that of
performing rights. Even if you are performing a play of a long-dead playwright, you need to
check whether rights have to be paid; especially in the case of a translation. One of the first
things to do when choosing a play is to acquire the performing rights from the author or
publisher. Proof that these have been granted must reach the organizing committee within the
time constraints allowed in the technical package. The absence of performing rights means
that you will not be permitted to perform at the festival.

*********
A Very Merry Christmas and A Happy and Peaceful New Year to you and your
families.

and NOW?

Bookmark www.FEATS2007.org and treat yourself to a weekend in the
wonderful world of words.

