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FEATS ’'78

organized in co-operation with the City of Antwerp
georganizeerd in samenwerking met de Stad Antwerpen

under the patronage of / onder de bescherming van

A. Kinsbergen, Gouverneur van de Provincie Antwerpen

Sir David Muirhead, K.C.M.G., C.V.O., Her Britannic Majesty’s
Ambassador to Belgium

M. Groesser - Schroyens, Burgemeester van de Stad Antwerpen

L. Van den Driessche, Rector van de Universitaire Instelling
Antwerpen

_Theo Peters, Her Britannic Majesty’'s Consul-Generat
John P. Heimann, Consul-General of the United States of America

Dom De Gruyter, Directeur van de Koninklijke Nederlandse
Schouwburg, Antwerpen

Alfons Goris, Directeur van Studio Herman Teirlinck, Antwerpen

Walter Claessens, Directeur van het Reizend Volkstheater,
Provincie Antwerpen

E. Traey, Directeur Koninklijk Muziekconservatorium Antwerpen

R.J. Lhonneux, Voorzitter van de Kamer van Koophandel en
Nijverheid, Antwerpen

E.L. Bridges, Chairman of the British Coordinating Committee
Antwerp

and with special thanks to / en met bijzondere dank aan

The British Council, for financial support
Phillips Petroleum Company, for donating the FEATS °78 cup
Schweppes Ltd, for their support

Les Fonderies de Cobegge & Andenne, for their assistance



FEATS Organization

BATS FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

Festival Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Stage Manager
Secretary
Treasurer

BATS Chairman

BACKSTAGE STAFF
Ti_mekeepers

Lighting
Technical facilities

« Buitenwipper »

FRONT OF HOUSE

Hostesses

Publicity
Tickets
House Managers

Programmes
Belfry Crew

Dermod O'Reilly
Nora Van Dessel
Marcel Huhn
Yvette Jacob
Gwen Huhn

Vivi Roche

Colin Howett

lan Davidson

Guido Snoeck

Oscar Hoenraet, Leon Van Abbenijen,
Guy Celis, Jan De Winter

John Kingsmill

Jo Royen, with Pauline Ferrugia, Eliane
Arquin, Pat Collard, Lieke Hoogedoorn,
Nicole De Busschere

Esther Huhn, Frank Mahieu

Deen Martin

Alec Robertson, with Paul De
Schrijver and Ron Williams

Noélla and Patsy Mudd

Daphne Kamperdijk, with Jacky Howett,
Pat Greenwood, Brigitte Tijsmans,
Gwen Kingsmill, Elisabeth Van Dessel,
John Dick, George Liocouras -



FEATS '78

Competitive Festival of One-Act Plays

FESTIVAL PROGRAMME

Friday, May 26

A UNITED FAMILY by Jacques Prévert
ESTEC. International Theatre Club, Noordwijk (NL)

DOUBLE DOUBLE by James Saunders
English Comedy Club, Brussels (B)

Saturday, May 27

THE BALD PRIMA DONNA by Eugéne lonesco
The IN Players, Amsterdam (NL)

A PHOENIX TOO FREQUENT by Christopher Fry
New World Theatre Club, Luxemburg (GD)

- SGANARELLE ‘ by Moliére
Anglo-American Theatre Group, The Hague (NL)
Sunday, May 28

GOSFORTH'S FETE by Alan Ayckbourn
British-American Theatrical Society, Antwerp (B)

CONVERSATIONS WITH A GOLLIWOG by Alexander Guyan
Laarbruch Theatre Club, British Forces (DBR})

The audience are kindly invited to remain seated for an assess-
ment of each evening’s productions by

Mr. Walter Lucas
Chairman, British Theatrical Association

Curtain at 20.30




FEATS °78

FEATS '78 is a theatre festival in which seven theatrical groups
from Belgium, Holland, West-Germany and Luxemburg will each
present a one-act play in English. Mr Walter Lucas, chairman of
the British Theatrical Association, will adjudicate the plays at the
end of each evening and will award first prize to the best produc-
tion on Sunday, the final day of the FEATS festivities.

The position occupied by the competing groups at the end of the
festival is certainly the least important aspect of the event. Far more
important is the opportunity for both audience and players to attend
performances by different groups and to hear the critical opinion
of each of them given by the adjudicator. There is no better way
of improving the quality of theatrical presentations and of raising
the level of artistic appreciation.

The Festival derives from the British amateur theatrical tradition.
Every year, many similar festivals are held all over Britain, but as
far as the organizers know this is only the second of its type to
be held on the Continent. The first took place in Rotterdam in
1976, organized by the Anglo-American Theatre Group of The
Hague. FEATS '78 is the direct descendant of the 1976 festival
— this time taking place in Antwerp, under the sponsorship of the
British-American Theatrical Society. It is hoped that these festivals
will become an annual event with new organizers and a new venue
each year.

Dermod O'Reilly
Chairman FEATS '78




FEATS ’'78

FEATS '78 is' een theaterfestival waaraan niet minder dan zeven
liefhebbersgroepen uit Belgié, Nederland, Luxemburg en Duitsland
deelnemen, elk met een eenakter in de Engelse taal. Op het einde
van elke toneelavond zullen deze produkties door de heer Walter
Lucas, voorzitter van de British Theatre Association, naar waarde
worden geschat en besproken. De toekenning van de eerste prijs
gebeurt op zondag 28 mei, de laatste en langste dag van FEATS '78!

De appreciatie van deze beroepscriticus geeft het publiek de unieke
gelegenheid om gedurende drie dagen zijn kritische zin te toetsen
aan die van een professioneel. Er is geen beter middel om de
kwaliteit van theatervoorstellingen te bevorderen en om het niveau
van de artistiecke appreciatie te verhogen.

FEATS '78 ligt volledig in de lijn van de Britse liefhebberstraditie.
Elk jaar worden vele dergelijke festivals in Groot-Brittannié georga-
nizeerd, maar voor zover bekend, is dit slechts de tweede maal
dat een dergelijk concours op het vasteland plaatsvindt. Het eerste
werd twee jaar geleden in Rotterdam georganizeerd door de Anglo-
American Theatre Group uit Den Haag. FEATS °'78 is hieruit
gegroeid ; de organizatie ervan is deze keer toevertrouwd aan de
British-American Theatrical Society (BATS) te Antwerpen.

De deelnemers hopen dat het festival een jaarlijkse traditie zal
worden, telkens georganizeerd door een andere groep in een
andere stad of land.

Dermod O'Reilly
Voorzitter FEATS '78



A UNITED FAMILY

by Jacques Prévert

presented by the ESTEC International Theatre Group,
Noordwijk (NL)

Director : Norman Longdon

CAST
GASPARD-ADOLPHE BATONNET, a lawyer Wolf Siemers
A PLUMBER Bill Mock
GERTRUDE, housekeeper Ruth Andrews
JACQUELINE DESGAMESLAY,

the Colonel’'s daughter Clare Bingham
LT. COLONEL ARMAND DESGAMESLAY  Mervyn Briscoe
CLAUDINET, the Colonel's « nephew » Claud Minier
MATHILDE DESGAMESLAY,

the Colonel's wife Karen Houlberg
BACKSTAGE
‘Stage Manager Mike Perry
Stage Crew David Andrews

Georgie Briscoe

THE PLAY

A very light tale of bored people who are almost wishing a family
scandal on themselves by exaggerated fantasies and protestations
of being in love with each other: daughter for father, father for
« nephew », mother for son.

Mr Béatonnet (equally bored) finds himself at the centre of a
situation that seems to be getting out of hand as the members of
the family descend on him and involve him in their fantasies. For-
tunately one innocent piece of « reality » brings them down to earth.

ESTEC INTERNATIONAL THEATRE GROUP

This is a group formed in a truly international environment: the
European Space and Technology Centre at Noordwijk in the Nether-
lands. Less than a year old, this group has all the advantages of
people drawn together by their work from all parts of the Continent,
pursuing occupations which sometimes take them to the ends of
the earth! It is a central group composed of people who also play
in German- and French-language productions, but who use English
as their common working tongue. This Festival entry is only their
second production; their autumn production is in the planning
stage : « Confusions » by Alan Ayckbourn.



DOUBLE DOUBLE

by James Saunders

presented by the English Comedy Club, Brussels (B)

Director: Cicely Sandford

CAST

GRUNGE, bus driver

PUMFRET, his conductor
NELLIE, the cook

LILLIAN, Gimlet's conductress
FRAN, cleaner and kitchen hand
IRIS, Bert Dogg’s conductress

Derek Riley

Brenda Dyke

Polli Kominski

INSPECTOR John Sandford
BERT DOGG, driver ohn Sandior
NIMROD, driver Derek Molough
GIMLET, driver erex Noloughney
BACKSTAGE
Stage Manager Michael Welsh
Production Assistant Kathleen Rawes
Stage Crew Lyn Ashman
Sibella Laing
John Smith
THE PLAY

Set in a Busmen's canteen, this play is 45 minutes of daily routine,
relationships and problems spiced, needless to say, with comic
situations. The five actors each play two roles — and for good
reason. Despite its comic nature, the play has bitter-sweet under-
tones. A play to enjoy and to think about.



ENGLISH COMEDY CLUB

The E.C.C. was founded in 1909 and became an A.S.B.L. in 1924.
Records of the British Charitable Fund, however, show donations
from « theatricals » at dates very much earlier than this and there
is a nice story that the roots of the Club are in the British Com-
munity in Brussels at the time of the Battle of Waterloo ! No proof
but a fun thought. Even during the 193945 World War, although
the Club was unable to operate, women members took part in
productions in an internment camp somewhere in Belgium. The
Club mounts four major productions a season, various Workshop
activities, a major Ball and a Members Party, and The Club wel-
comes, and has always welcomed, new members and is open to
all with sufficient command of the English language to be able to
participate in Club activities, hence the name « ENGLISH Comedy
Club ». The word « Comedy » is used in the French sense of the
word, and productions are very varied. To date this season the
E.C.C. has presented « Table Manners » by Alan Ayckbourn, « Jack
and the Beanstalk », and Robert Bolt's play « Vivat, Vivat Regina ».

SHIPS
or CARGO w
via BELGIUM ?

CONSIGN TO

WESTCOTT

LIMITED N.V. (82 years young)

UNIT LOAD & CONVENTIONAL LINER FREIGHY AGENTS.
HUSBANDRY & CLEARANCE.
TRANSHIPMENTS & FORWARDING.

ANTWERP -~ GHENT - FLUSHING - ZEEBRUGGE

Assoc. Agencies in other European ports.
Inland Agency Network, own Paris office.

Enquiries: 21 Brouwersvliet, B-2000 ANTWERP
Tel.: Antwerp 031/ 31.29.20 — Telex: 31.343
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THE BALD PRIMA DONNA

by Eugéne lonesco

translated and adapted from the original French by Donald Watson

presented by the IN Players, Amsterdam (NL)

Director : Jim Davidson

CAST

Mr SMITH

Mrs SMITH

Mr MARTIN

Mrs MARTIN
FIRECHIEF
MARY, the mald

BACKSTAGE

Stage Manager and Co-ordinator
Technical Director

Technical Assistant

Lighting Design

THE PLAY

Andrew Watt
Susannah Cook
Michael O'Riordan
Dodie Skinner
John Strange
Lesley Rosbach

Anne Head
Peter Pot
Pam Coombe
Mike Feord

When the curtain rises, it is a typically English evening at home.
Typical English Mr Smith, in his favourite armchair by the fire,
wearing English slippers, is smoking an English pipe and reading
an English newspaper. He is wearing English spectacles and has
a small grey English moustache. Typically English Mrs Smith is
seated in an armchair, darning English socks. There is a long
English silence. An English clock chimes three English chimes...



IN Players International Drama Group

The group grew from the Amateur Dramatic Society of Amsterdam
in 1870, and has become an established amateur theatrical society
of approximately 100 members. The Group produces at least two
major performances each year as well as seasons of one-act plays,
revues, regular play readings and workshops. Notable productions
have included « Once upon a mattress », « Ring Around the Moon »,
«| am a Camera» and «Lysistrata». The latter won the Kunsi-
beoefening award for the best amateur production of 1977 in
Amsterdam.

The Spring 1978 Festival of one-act plays included « Endgame »,
« Impromptu », « The Maids », « My Father's House » and « Woy-
zeck ». Enjoying the open boundaries of amateur theatre, « The
Maids » was performed in two interpretations with male and female
casts; «Woyzeck » was expanded into a 90 minutes production
with a cast of 20; « My Father's House » was written and directed
by a member of the group.

The IN Players are supported by the Amateuristische Kunstbeoefe-
ning, Gemeente Amsterdam.

ORIENTAL CARPETS

N. VROUYR

KOMEDIEPLAATS 4
2000 ANTWERPEN




A PHOENIX TOO FREQUENT

by Christopher Fry

presented by the New World Theatre Club, Luxemburg (GD)

Director: Patricia Berlin

CAST
DOTD, a servamt

DYNAMENE, wife of Viskius
TEGEUS, a soldier

BACKSTAGE

Stage Manager
Set & Props
Sound & Lighting
Prompter

THE PLAY-

Irene Lowy
Hilary Guerra
Philip Lowe

Tim Thomas

Pierre Dillenburg
Graham Fairfax Jones
Carole Haines

Up-and-coming, punctual, prosaic Ephesus town provost, is dead
and gone. But for Dynamene, his career wife — now bereft of
station and ambition — the prose of his life becomes poetry in a
tragedy in which she plays the star role, dying in her husband'’s
tomb. Even earthy Doto, her maid, is seriously prepared to accom-
pany her across the Styx, but Tegeus, a dreamy, disconcerting
corporal guarding the dead, swims across in time to administer
the kiss of life... or is it death and who's in control ? The gods or

the regulations or...



NEW WORLD THEATRE CLUB

Luxemburg's New World Theatre Club was created in 1968 to fulfil
a real need in this small country where a great majority of the
population understands English. For, although a wide selection of
German and French touring companies regularly toured Luxemburg,
there was at that time nothing in English — which is why the club
was started by a Luxemburger, an American and an Englishman.
The Club is lucky enough to be able to present its plays at the
municipal theatre, and some of its most successful productions
have been: « Our Town s, «The Importance of Being Earnest »,
« Arsenic and Old Lace », « Barefoot in the Park », Pinter Sketches,
« An Evening with Shakespeare », « Black Comedy », etc. This year,
some of the members not involved in FEATS, performed in three
Chekhov one-act comedies. The Club also has a lot of fun putting
on a cabaret every year at Carnival time — « The New World
Follies ».

yoor de service die u van uw
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SGANARELLE
by Molidre
in a free English version by Miles Malleson

presented by the Anglo-American Theatre Group, The Hague (NL)

Director : Chris Moore

CAST

CELIE

GORGIBUS

CELIE'S OLD NURSE
SGANARELLE
SGANARELLE'S WIFE
LELIE

LELIE'S MANSERVANT

BACKSTAGE

Stage Manager

Pauline Jurkiewicz
Don Ballentyne
Sheila Falion
Brian Ellis

Joan Poort-Prince
Dick Huntrods
Donal Merren

Camandula Huntrods

Lighting Peter Tabori
Stage Crew John Humphrey
lan Lockhart
Frank Vermeulen
THE PLAY

Moli¢re, born Jean-Baptiste Poquelin in 1622, is one of the greatest
dramatists of the French theatre. The sparkling wit and ruthless
satire in his plays brought him fame, wealth and patronage of
Louis XIV. « Sganarelle », originally entitled « Sganarelle, ou le cocu
imaginaire », was written and first produced im 1660. Though the
satire is less evident in « Sganarelle », Molitse’'s ready wit, his
ability to draw comedy from everyday life, and the superlative ease
with which he manipulates his plot makes this play a delightful
piece of theatre.

Despite the difficulties of transiation, Moliégre has always been a
popular dramatist in England. This excellem translation was made
in the 1950's by Miles Malleson and provided the impetus for a
new wave of interest in Moliére’s plays in the English speaking
theatre, an interest which shows no sign of waning.



ANGLO-AMERICAN THEATRE CLUB

Formed 27 years ago, the Anglo-American Theatre Group is open
to people of all nationalities and aims to put on two major produc-
tions a year. The group also provides many other opportunities in
the form of play readings, workshops, and smaller «in-house »
productions, to enable as many members as possible to participate
in all aspects of the dramatic arts.

Membership, at present numbering 155, is on the increase and
despite the constant turnover of English-speaking « foreigners » in
The Hague, the group is able to maintain an active pool of mem-
bers with a wide variety of talents. Each year the group aims to
give a proportion of its proceeds to a Dutch-based charity and over
Dfi. 6000 has been contributed during the last year.

The present season has seen productions of « The Lion in Winter »,
« Hans, the Witch, and the Goblin », and more recently, an evening
of one-act plays under the umbrella title of « Troubled Love ».

BP GALLERY

THE BP ART GALLERY - ANTWERP

A. Bouts 0. Dominguez F. Picabia
V. Brauner V. Dooms R. Savery

J. Breughel 11 M. Ernst M. Schelck
S. Dali J. Jordaens J. Stobbaerts
G. de Chirico F. Labisse L. Survage
P. Delvaux R. Magritte E. Tytgat

L. Desmet H. Malfait

Some of the many artists whose works have been
shown in our gallery over the past two years

BP Art Gallery Open October - May
BP Belgium Head Office every day - also
Jan Van Rijswijcklaan 162 Sun- and holidays

2020 Antwerp from 10 to 17 h.




GOSFORTH’S FETE

from « Confusions » by Alan Ayckbourn

prosonied by the British-American Theatrical Society, Antwerp (B)

Director : Pau! Roche

CAST

Mrs PEARCE Janet Ardiss
MILLY Stevie Pidgeon
GOSFORTH Gordon McKay
VICAR Peter Welbourne
STEWART Harry Pidgeon
BACKSTAGE

Stage Manager Tony Tucker
Assistant Stage Manager

& Prompter Anne Le Poole
Sound Pete De Meulemeester
THE PLAY

It is a Saturday afternoon. A Grand Féte to raise funds for the new
village hall is about to start. Gordon Gosforth, publican and organ-
izer of the event, is enjoying himself playing the Born Leader of
Men. There are still so many jobs to be finished and the weather
loocks ominous...

BRITISH-AMERICAN THEATRICAL SOCIETY

In 1956 a small band of eight people broke away from a local
theatrical group and set up their own society. Their aim was to
present English-language plays to the Antwerp public at as low
cost as possible. The money for their first (admission free) perfor-
mance was raised partly by going around the Antwerp cafés putting
on sketches and singing local dialect songs in excruciating accents.
The club’s activities' have always been entirely self-supporting, and
over the years it has prospered. Each season three plays and a
Christmas pantomime are presented, and a lively social life centres
around « The Belfry ». This old piano warehouse, which was con-
verted after three years’ hard work into a comfortable clubhouse,
contains rehearsal space, storage facilities and workshops where
Bats build and paint all their own decors.

Past productions include «How the other half loves », «Tom
Jones », «A Flea in her Ear», «Arsenic and old Lace», «The
Hollow Crown »,



CONVERSATIONS WITH A GOLLIWOG

by Alexander Guyan

presented by the Laarbruch Theatre Society, British Forces (DBR)

Director: Dave Newham

CAST

CANNY
BOSWELL

MIKE

RALPH

Mrs ARMSTRONG
NURSE

BACKSTAGE

Stage Manager
Props

Lights

Sound
Wardrobe

THE PLAY

Juliet Dowdswell
Chris Daniel
Chris Pitt

Mike Deane -
Allannah Daniel
Kathy Drake

Neal Moss

Brian Norris
Donnie Mackenzie
lan Drayton
Carol MacDonald

This play is made up of 6 different scenes. As the curtain opens,

Canny and Boswell are reminiscing...

THE LAARBRUCH THEATRE SOCIETY

This society takes a leading role in the social life of the base. The
‘group mounts a new production about every six weeks, the theatre

invariably being sold out for all performances.

Laarbruch regularly competes in the British Forces Theatre Guild
Festival, in which they won first prize in 1977. Their entry for
this year's Festival is « Hobson’s Choice » by Harold Brighouse ;

the British Forces adjudicator has still to complete his tour of the /

other productions and the result is not yet known.
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